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    Are you being safe on-line? Most people say they are perfectly safe on the Internet, but how can they be so sure? 
Being safe on the web means not posting any personal information on-line such as your email address or mobile numbers, 
creating complex passwords, and having a VPN (Virtual Private Network). This is a software that creates  a secure connection 

over the Internet, so you can safely connect from anywhere even public Internet. Some other 
ways are by clicking smart, always knowing the website you are visiting and its credibility. 
One last thing you can do to be safe is always keeping your apps up to date so that you will 
always have the latest security softwares.

Here are a few things that should raise a red flag to you. On-line shopping scams, free WI-FI 
scams, and phishing scams. On-line shopping scams are another way to get your money away 
from you and to get people to put their credit card information on the 
internet, while making you believe you are getting a bargain. To 
prevent this from happening avoid using unknown websites and 

paying for something on-line from someone you do not know. 
Students like to go to places like Dunkin Donuts and Starbucks to 
study, but when you are there just be careful of the free Wi-Fi scams. 

A Wi-Fi scam is when a hacker inserts him or herself between your computer and the Wi-Fi connection. 
Everything you do online, such as make a purchase or log into an account is now transmitted through the 
scammer's computer. This means they can now access any passwords, credit card information, and other 

data you've entered on-line. One last scam that is very common is 
a phishing scam. Phishing scams take advantage of software and 
security weaknesses on both the client and server sides. But even 
the most high-tech phishing scams work like old-fashioned con 
jobs, in which a hustler convinces his mark that he is reliable and 
trustworthy.

As a teenager and a high school student myself, I know how vital 
the web is to everyone these days. After talking to Mikki 
Williams about how she stays safe on the web, and if she had any 
advice for the people to stay safe on the web she said, "Yes I have 
dealt with a lot of spam emails. I usually do not open them and 
immediately delete them. In order to reduce the 
number of spam emails I get I refuse to sign up 
on websites I am unsure about. Some actions I 
suggest for people to take in order to stay safe 
on the Internet are stay off unfamiliar websites 
and change your passwords frequently." Another 
student said "My advice to people on the web is 
treat your passwords like your toothbrush and 
don't share them with anyone. Also everything 
you say and do on the Internet is out there 
forever, so don't say anything you wouldn't want 
plastered on a billboard with your face on it." 
Stay safe on the web and always be aware of the 
web sites you use.
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8th Grade Tr ip By: Nikolina Drobnjak

Next week, our 8th graders will be visiting 
our nation's capital, Washington D.C, to see and 
learn about our monuments and history. They will 
visit landmarks such as The White House and The 
Capitol, as well as a few museums, including the 
Holocaust Museum and one of the Smithsonian 
Museums. 

This year there are 49 students going on the 
trip. To be able to go on the trip, the students did 
some fundraising. One of their fundraisers was 
selling Handel's. They also  had some T-shirt 
sponsors who contributed money to the trip.

The main organizer of the trip was Mr. 
Mooney, who teaches 8th grade science and 
reading.  He has been organizing the trip ever since 
he received a flier from Premier Tours years ago. 
Since then, 300 students have been on the trip.

Prior to the trip, I asked a few 8th graders about what 
part of the trip excited them the most. Emily Rakich said that 
she was excited "to visit the mall that they have in D.C but I'm 
not excited about the crowds that they have there.  Jason Chalky 
said he was simply "excited to explore D.C".

I also asked  Mr. Mooney about his experiences in D.C.  
When I asked him about what he liked most about the trip, one 
of the things that he mentioned was, "being able to make new 
memories with students that I have spent much time over the 
previous year or two."  

Mr. Mooney also wants his students to learn a valuable 
lesson from the trip. "I want my students to learn that there is a 
world to explore and learn about beyond these school walls and 
that there are infinite possibilities for their future." Our 8th 
graders will learn important lesson while having fun in 
Washington D.C!

McDonald High School is holding a  talent show for all  students to show what they've got. It 's a chance for students 
to show their hidden talents, and embrace themselves. This is the first year holding a talent show at McDonald High School. 
Mrs. Mills is the advisor for the talent show. It doesn't have to be just hidden talents, it could be art, singing, dancing, 
activities, or even playing an instrument. The talent show will take place on May 21st, in the Gametsfelder Auditorium. 
Elementary performs at 6:00PM and high school at 7:00PM. Some of the contestants are Lily Cappuzello, Lauren Sierra, and 
Desi Wray. Also, the band 4180 is playing and a group from Mr. Anthony's band. 

Lilly Cappuzello, will be performing one of her dance solos for the talent show. She 
decided to participate in the talent show because, she has always 
wanted to perform for a show in McDonald and being able to show 
what I can do with my friends, "I know they all know I can dance and 
do dance, but some of them have never seen me dance. It 's 
something where I can show what I can do." Lilly also likes to do 
things for the school and this is another way she can do that. She is 
most excited for dancing on the stage and having fun. "Dancing is 
one of my favorite things, and I love to perform on stage." Lilly is 
very excited to dance and have fun while entertaining other 
students and families.

Lauren Sierra and Desi Wray are performing a song 
together for the show. Lauren will be mostly singing and 
Desi will be playing the guitar. The girls decided together 
that they wanted to participate in the show and that they 

would sing and have some fun. They said, "We are most excited about being able to just do a duet 
together because we've always wanted to do a performance. We work pretty good together, and 
we think it will be a lot of fun to be apart of." They decided that if this year goes well for them 
and we do a talent show next year they will be happy to do it again.

McDonald has Talent By: Kyleigh Sier ra

Lil ly Cappuzello posing w it h 
awards f rom  a com pet it ion.

Lauren and Desi posing 
for  a pict ure.
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Spr ing Spor ts Update 

Spring sports are in full force this season. The track, 
baseball, and softball teams are nearing the halfway point of 
their seasons. Each team has been doing well so far.

 The softball team is working to keep their 14-0 MVAC 
record afloat. The team also has a strong overall record at 14-3. 

Right now they are only a game 
ahead of Waterloo for winning the 
league. When asked about how the 
season is  going so far freshman Lea 
Gabrelcik said, "I think it's going great, we're really coming together as a 
team. Defense and offense have been great which is helping us to 
compete." The girls clinched the MVAC title by defeating Waterloo last 
night 7-2. 

The baseball team is currently 9-7 and 7-5 in the MVAC. When asked 
how the season is going freshman catcher Andrew Cupan said, "It's 
been good so far, sometimes I get a little disappointed with my 
performance , but I'm having lots of fun." The boys are preparing for 

the State Playoffs that will begin in May.

The track team has been having an awesome season so far as well. They have definitely been 
speeding around the track. They haven't lost a meet yet. Going forward into the track season they are 
hoping for another birth to state. Sophomore Emily Pratt said, "This season has been a ton of fun and 
everyone has been working really hard, so we'll see how far we go." The team seems to really be 
hitting their stride as the county meets and invitationals draw closer and closer . Good luck to all 
spring sports!! 

By: Br i Callow  

The sof t ball t eam  af t er  t heir  w in 
against  Wat er loo. 

Phot o credit : Mr . Tit us

Andrew  Cupan dr iving t he 
ball for  a base hit .

Phot o Credit : Andrew  Cupan

This issue's Hometown Star is stud sophomore pitcher Bri Callow. Bri is a 

one year letter winner, and is now working on her second in softball. Bri has 

been pitching since she was eight years old, she started out with tee ball, then 

travel ball, and here she is today. She is one of the top pitchers in the region 

and may very well be the best pitcher in the MVAC League. She averages  

roughly 11 strike outs a game, and almost never walks anyone. So far this year, 

she has 160 strike outs this season. Bri said,"It 's been a really fun year and the 

team has been great, I have high hopes for tournament time."

Hom et own St ar  By: Ali Hammond

Br i Callow  pit ching 
against  Mineral Ridge.
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T a ke A St a nd , L end  A Ha nd
Bullying has been a crisis for quite a while, lots of students in 

High School suffer from struggles of not fitting in. Bullying is very 
negative and creates huge problems for the student and our society. 
Nothing good comes out of bullying. It could very well change or ruin 
a person's life. In fact, it does ruin people's lives and kids can be 
mentally scarred if they are teased often.We as a community want to 
make it clear that if their is ever someone being bullied, you can seek 
help in the school. Students who are both targets of bullying and 
engage in bullying behavior are at greater risk for both mental health 
and behavior problems than students who only bully or are only 
bullied. Ryan Culp was questioned what are some great ways to seek 
help to prevent bullying,"If I was being bullied I would go to talk to a 
parent, or a teacher. Talk to them and try to feel like you can talk to 
teachers who are only here to help students with any problems". We 
need to make students feel like they aren't alone, they can't do this on 
their own we as a community need to stop bullying and we can only do 
this together. 

Alex Cintron was asked how he makes his efforts with students who don't feel they fit in. He 
said, "When I see students lost I try to make an effort as a senior to make sure they don't feel 
uncomfortable in the school. I feel as its my job to try to help out anyone who is having hard times 
fitting in because even talking to someone can make their day and by saying something you don't 
realize how much that could mean to a person if they are going through something". As a student at 
McDonald, we as well as the teachers make it feel that if someone is being harassed we try to find 
ways to fix this problem and make sure our school is a healthy environment for anyone who is trying 
to fit in.

By: Ziad Aziz

Pict ure of  Alex Cint ron st anding 
by a no bullying zone sign.

The MHS student council partnered with Girl Scout Troop 80172, and the village of 
McDonald on Saturday April 13th to hold a easter egg hunt at our very own Woodland 
Park. The Easter Bunny was played by freshman student council member Brooklyn 
Bokan.

Student council advisor, Mrs. Stonestreet said, "This was a great collaborative 
service activity that student council enjoys to take part in, it 's wonderful to see the 

students give back to the community and put smiles 
on all the litt le ones faces!"

Lending a helping hand By: Ali Hammond

Kids par t icipat ing 
in t he Woodland 
Park  East er  Egg 
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McMaster 's Book Nook By: Elise McMast er
 This month's issue I will be reviewing We Are the Ants by Shaun Hutchinson. It's a science fiction book that 
deals with Henry Denton's life. Henry has been abducted by aliens since he was young and now they have given him a 
choice to either save the world or let it end. It may be an easy choice for many but Henry doesn't believe so. He must 
deal with the aliens, his tormentors, his grandmother Alzheimer's, his struggling single parent mother, his college 
drop-out brother, and his pregnant girlfriend. He is also dealing with the guilt he feels about his boyfriend's suicide. 
Henry has had a rough life and he thinks the world shouldn't be saved but only time will tell.

 I like how in this book we get to see Henry get help, and see him want the 
world to live even with the faults it has. He changes for the better with time and 
heals from the past. The way we see the people around him move forward with 
their problems, and trying to make a good life out of something bad is refreshing. 
Things get better and living in the present is a big message of the story. I feel that 
a lot of people need to hear that. We shouldn't always be worried about the future 
and be upset with our lives and the pains of the past. We should try to live on and 
make ourselves better.

 The one thing I didn't like about the book is that it has an open ending. 
We really don't know exactly know how everything works for the characters but 
we see them change over the course of the book and have a okay type ending. All 
in all, I really enjoyed this book.

  We Are the Ants is a good book with heartbreak and love. It's realistic in 
the emotions and lives of its character and it shows healing where other books don't. So if your looking for an 
interesting book I would give this one a try.

Wher e ar e t hey now? By: Ryder  Dye

In today's issue of "Where are they Now" we spoke with class of 2002, Mr. Chuck Mooney, a current 7th and 8th 
grade teacher here at McDonald High School. 

While stopping to share a few words from his days of roaming the halls here at McDonald, Mr. Mooney cracked a grin 
as he remembered his days as a student. "I enjoyed my time as a student. McDonald was, and still is a great school to 
get an education. I can definitely say that things have changed over time. Not so much in the appearance, but in the 
amount of technology that we have. The amount of resources available now compared to my days is remarkable."

Outside of the technology, Mr. Mooney flashed back to a few of his favorite favorite 
memories, "I took part in Cross Country and a few other clubs and groups that no longer 
exist, those were lots of fun. But I think the best memory was 
in my senior year, when we took a class trip to New York City. 
I loved the big city and the atmosphere that surrounded it."

His face grimaced a tad as he continued to speak, "I was 
beginning my senior year in September of 2001. We were 
sitting in class as we got the announcement over the intercom 
about the twin towers being hit. I saw everyone come together 
at that point. Definitely something I won't forget."

As he graduated and moved on from MHS, Mr. Mooney 
attended Youngstown State University and graduated in 2007 
with a bachelor's degree in Education. He is currently attending 

Walden University with the hopes of 
completing his master's program in 
education. 

Mr. Mooney finished off his interview by leaving his students with 
one piece of advice. "Work towards a future you will be happy with. 
Do what you love."

Pict ured Lef t : Mr . Mooney, 2002

Pict ured Right : Mr . Mooney work ing w it h his 
st udent s dur ing a lab in class
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Wh at  gr i nds my  gea r s By  Ry der  Dy e
You know what Grinds My Gears? This weather! Boy let me tell y'all this, don't make outdoor plans because it 
could be 75 and sunny in the morning then 23 and snowing in the afternoon! It's ridiculous. 

I guarantee I am not the only one who has this issue. But lets face the facts: THIS WEATHER IS BI POLAR 
GARBAGE! I can't wait for the time when we look at the weather channel and we see CONSISTENT warm 
weath... oh wait, yea you're right not gonna happen :) But a guy can dream right?

Yes I know. I'm fully aware that no one has control over the weather and how it works or acts. As much as I 
wish I did, I don't. It's science. But hey that doesn't mean that I'm going to stop complaining about it. Why? 
Because America thats why!!!

I remember this day very precise. It was a warmer 60 degree day with some sun in the morning as I woke up 
at the crack of noon. Nice day to be outside, running around and what not. I get outside and start making my 
way to find something to do. Next thing I know, dark gray rain clouds begin to roll in. No biggie, nothing 
major. A few hours later, the rain is pouring, the sky is dark, and that 60 degree day made it's way down to 43. 

Great. So much for a nice day.

I mean, I guess if anyone deserves yelled at for this 
crazy weather, it's science. Stupid science, trying to 
screw up the weather by not knowing what you 
wanna do. You're acting like that one friend who says 
that they needs five more minutes but five turns into 
an hour and a half because you can't decide on an 
outfit!!!!!!!! I'm OVER IT!

Welp, that was fun. As always. this has been another 
issue of "What Grinds My Gears" it's been awesome. Cheers, McDonald. Stay 
Classy.

The Tr ipAdvisor  By: Et han O'Connell

For this week's tripadvisor I'm going to review Conneaut Lake Park, Located about 
52 miles North from McDonald it 's about an hour and ten minute drive. The park 
opened in 1892 as an exposition park. According to the website the park, "now 
represents a real alternative to today's frenetic and agitated lifestyle." Now we all 
know the corny capitalistic marketing ploys of midwestern America, but there is 
something to be said for unusual environment the park 
presents. There is a slightly more calm aspect to the place 
that modern amusement parks don't really offer.  You're not 
going to find insane rides and intense thrills, but there is 
something quite fulfilling about being somewhere less 

congesting and more in modern terms, low-key. More personal and less intense. 

Conneaut Lake Park is the definition of subtle. In places like this, it 's easy to see the 
layers of history extending back in this case past 100 years. It 's so delicate and artful, how 
it 's all woven in, piece by piece. Not by intention, but by time. History is not really 
something that can be forced I guess. Never lose yourself in it though, I can get a litt le star 
struck fantasizing about the past as if it was better than now, maybe it depends on who 
you are. But I don't think I could exist the way I want to 100 years ago, probably not even 
50. Every time period is horrible, riddled with people, and motives based purely out of self 
interest, designed so someone's always left behind. It 's not fair, but their are worse times 
to live, and right now they have excellent fries. 
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What  a Bop ! Music Rev iew  By: Elise McMast er

    This issue I will be reviewing, When We Fall Asleep, Where Do We Go? by Billie Eilish. 
When We Fall Asleep, Where Do We Go? is Billie Eilish's debut studio album and it was 
released on March 29, 2019. This album charted number one on the Billboard 200 within it's 
first week and it also topped the charts in 15 other countries as well. In the UK, it opened at 
number 1 making Billie the youngest solo female to do it. With Billie being seventeen and 
already having seven gold and two platinum singles.

    When We Fall Asleep, Where Do We Go?  has a unique feel to it. The album is a mix of pop, 
electropop, and rap. All of Billie's music has her soft vocals mixed with her darker messages in 
her songs. Some songs are about the heartbreak, the problems in the music industry, 
manipulative people, and the line between good and bad. The meanings of the songs mixed 
with their unique sounds make her music something really special. This can be seen by how 
many people love her.

    I really enjoyed this album. I have been a fan of Billie Eilish since her release of "Ocean 
Eyes" back in 2015. Her music has a really pretty sound that I like and I like the feeling she makes with her music. 
So If you want to give a different type of music a try I would suggest giving this album a listen.

Sugar  Coma
Chur ro Cheesecake

By: Cailey Tit us

Ingredients:

~1/2 cup sugar

~1/2 cup sugar

~2 Tbsp cinnamon

~8 oz(2 packages) cream cheese

~1 egg

~1 tsp vanilla extract

~8 oz(2 cans) crescent rolls

Instructions:

~Combine sugar and cinnamon into a bowl

~Combine cream cheese, sugar, egg, and vanilla 
into a separate bowl

~Sprinkle half of the sugar mixture into the bottom 
of the pan

~Unroll dough on top of the pan

~Spread cream cheese mixture and add another 
layer of dough

~Sprinkle the rest of the cinnamon sugar on top

~Bake at 350 degrees for 30 minutes or until lightly 
brown

Journalism  st udent  Kyleigh 
Sier ra enjoying a sl ice of  
Cheesecake

Feat ured Ar t ist
By: Ethan O'Connell

For this week's featured artist I will 
be writing about  McDonald's high school 
art teacher Mrs Mills. She has worked at 
McDonald for 15 years serving and 
educating our students.  While also 
investing so much of her own personal time 
into the art program and it 's recipients.  Mrs. Mills started enjoying art in high school, 
as the one thing she had the most passion for. She then got into art education while 
creating studio art at Kent, after her mother convinced her to give it a shot. 

Mrs Mill's most current artwork features a few installations that she's created (shown below).  While being mostly 
inspired by the projects shes doing in class. As far as creating she has changed her main focus to sharing her passion 
through teaching.  She plans to get back into the studio once she's retired and her kids are grown. 

I think one of the reasons I was lucky to be able to write about a teacher this week was probably because it 's really 
powerful to see that art doesn't die after high school. If you really have a passion for it you can share that with other 
people, and still feel connected to what you love. 

Inst allat ion ar t  by Mrs. Mil ls
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